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and derived entity it receives from the rational elaboration
to which the primordial image is subjected before it is
made suitable for rational usage. Inasmuch as the prim-
ordial image is a constant autochthonic psychological factor
repeating itself in all times and places, we might also, in
a certain sense, say the same of the idea, although, on
account of its rational nature, it is much more subject to
modification by rational elaboration, which in its turn is
strongly influenced by time and circumstance. It is this
rational elaboration which gives it formulations correspond-
ing with the spirit of the time. A few philosophers, by
virtue of its derivation from the primordial image, ascribe
a transcendent quality to it; this does not really belong
to the idea as I conceive it, but rather to the primordial
image, about which a timeless quality clings, established
as it is from all time as an integral and inherent constituent
of the human mind. Its quality of independence is derived
also from the primordial image which was never made and
is constantly present, appearing so spontaneously in per-
ception that we might also say it strives independently
towards its own realization, since it is sensed by the mind
as an actively determining power. Such a view, however,
is not general, but presumably a question of attitude
(v. Chap. vii). The idea is a psychological factor which
not only determines thought but, in the form of a practical
idea, also conditions feeling. As a general rule, however,
I only employ the term idea, either when I am speaking
of the determination of thought in a thinking-type, or
when denoting the determination of feeling in a feeling-
type. On the other hand, it is terminologically correct to
speak of determination by the primordial image, when we
are dealing with an a priori determination of an undiffer-
entiated function.
The dual nature of the idea, as something that is at
the same time both primary and secondary, is responsible